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538 Geographical Literature and Maps 

172, and under ordinary circumstances among the Bantu tribes, 195. The final 
chapter of the book is headed "The Mystery of South Africa," and is a state- 
ment of the ruins of mines and forts which are found throughout certain areas, 
and which point to a former occupancy of the country by a people somewhat 
advanced in civilization. The book contains fifteen illustrations. 

R. M. Brown. 
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Among Indian Rajahs and Ryots. A Civil Servant's Recollections and 
Impressions of Thirty-Seven Years of Work and Sport in the Central Provinces 
and Bengal. By Sir Andrew H. L. .Fraser. xv and 368 pp., illustrations and a 
map, and index. J. B. Lippincott Company, Philadelphia, 1911. $4. 9x6. 

A story of experiences and observations in India. The style is the simple, 
direct one of a man of affairs. Anecdotes of places and men, local history and 
experiences, and general observations make up the twenty-four chapters. The 
author occupied judicial and administrative positions which afforded him facili- 
ties for an intimate observation of Indian life, both private and official. The 
geographical element in the book occupies a minor role, although here and there 
are geographical items and some of the excellent half-tones have geographic 
interest. F. V. Emerson. 

Histoire de la Mission du Thibet. Deux volumes. Par Adrien Launay, de 
la Societe des Missions Etrangeres. Vol. I, iv and 470 pp. Vol. II, vii, 440 pp. , 
1 illustration, map and appendix. Societe Saint Augustin, Descle'e, de Brouwtr 
et C ie , Lille-Paris, 1909. 15s. 

The message of this book is religious, rather than geographical. It gives 
a detailed report of the various attempts of Catholic Missionaries to penetrate 
into Tibet, of their heroic efforts and sufferings on behalf of a cause that was 
doomed to fail from the very beginning. In spite of the admiration of the per- 
sonal courage and devotion of those men, the unprejudiced reader finds in every 
chapter of the sad story the proof of their lack of judgment and knowledge 
concerning the people they wished to convert, and of their entire inability to 
appreciate the point of view of a race like the Tibetans. While it is certain 
that the difficulties which stood in their way would have been too great for 
anybody, there is no doubt either that with an equal lack of tact and wisdom 
in dealing with the people and its authorities, they would have failed like- 
wise on less hostile territory. 

Thus, even the orthodox author is bound to admit that "Catholicism has 
not been seriously planted in Tibet; that even the comparatively most important 
results were pitifully small and ephemerical." They were limited to ordi- 
nances in favor of the missionaries, which were never carried out ; exchanges 
of diplomatic messages, more worthy of note on account of their curious form 
than their political importance; very rare conversions, without any bearing on 
the religious or political situation. Finally, nothing is left of the whole enter- 
prise save a few parchments, relations of missionary travels, and the name of 
"Tibetan Mission," even this, though, in application to the wrong place. "No 
country of the Far East offers so ungrateful a field, so infertile a soil, to apos- 
tolic endeavors. This is the characteristic note of the past, it will be, alas! 
also that of the near future." To the geographer, as a study in ethnological 
psychology, the book is in many ways interesting, but it should be made pre- 



